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Legion suffered great losses, and thanks to the
training it had received suffered them unflinchingly.
On every side Franco saw his friends being killed
and wounded. So far from disturbing his spirit,
it only served to strengthen Ms resolve to fight
to the last ditch.
Not the least difficulty of this first fighting
round Melilla was the necessity of a certain restraint.
The Spaniard felt he had a thousand scores to settle
with the rebelling Moor, and each day those scores
mounted. Yet while the Moors were free to come
and go as they liked, the Spanish troops could never
strike a retaliating blow at the retreating enemy.
From one blockhouse could be seen the distant
outpost of Nador, still holding out, and still
signalling frantically for the relief without which
they were doomed.
" Why don't we go and help them ? " Astray
asked, " We could surely find volunteers."
" Yes/' said Franco, " there are plenty of volun-
teers. Such are the men of the Legion/"
But men volunteering for almost certain death
did act accord with the practicality of the High
Command. Nador remained unrelieved
Despite the impatience among his subordinates,
it was almost twelve months before General
Bereaguer decided that the forces at his disposal
were sufficiently well prepared to undertake the
reconquest of the Melilla zone, And even that
preparation had only been achieved after a constant